THE FATHER HEART OF GOD
 
Jn 17:3 “ And this is eternal life that they may KNOW you, the only true God
 
CRISIS IN THE BODY OF CHRIST
So many believers relate to Jesus and the Holy Spirit, but not to God as their Father.
So we must ask ourselves why?
 
IT IS AN ORPHANED SPIRIT THAT IS PREVALENT IN THE BODY OF CHRIST AS A RESULT OF OUR EYESIGHT
 
HISTORY OF MANKIND
The History of Mankind is a story of orphans trying to get back to the Father. 
 
In John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER except through Me.”
 
Further on in this same chapter Jesus would make this statement, 
                  “I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you.” John 14:18
                  WHY DID HE SAY THIS? 
                  BECAUSE WE INHERITED THIS FROM ADAM
                   
                       GOD CREATES LONGING AND THEN SATISFIES THE NEED
                        
                       In the beginning, before the fall God would make this statement, “It is not good for man to be alone. Genesis 2:18
                  GOD BRINGS THE ANIMALS TO HIM: FOR WHAT PURPOSE?
                  Adam names animals, each had a mate, in this discovery Adam saw that he did not have another, a mate.
                  So through this discovery God creates LONGING 
                  AND THEN GOD BRINGS EVE, AND FILLS THIS VOID IN ADAMS HEART.  THE LONGING IS FULLFILLED.
                        
                       Yet longing is for so much more.  
                        
                       LONGING IS UNTO
                       Ecclesiastes 3:11b says, “..He (God) has placed eternity in their (our)hearts.”  That place He occupies and that place in our hearts that He alone can satisfy.
                        
                       Isaiah 57:15 “For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”
                        
                       FINAL DISCOURSE JESUS SAID THIS:
                       John 17: 3 “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ…”   In His prayer Jesus asked the Father to grant to us REVELATION of Him.  KNOW=      (EXPERIENTIALLY)
                        
Know = ginosko or to be involved in an intimate growing relationship with the Father.
                        
                       THE PERFECTIONS OF CREATION
                           In the beginning God created man, FOR THE PURPOSE of bringing God glory and to enjoy Him forever.  He was perfect and in perfect relationship and fellowship with God; however, BUT one day that relationship was broken.
                        
                       REDEMPTIONS STORY REVEALED
                           Immediately God would put into play His plan of Redemption which to this day is bringing restoration and reconciliation and will be completed during the 1000 year reign of Christ.
                        
                       REVELATION OF THE FATHER’S HEART
                           Today all over the world the message of the Father’s heart is being declared.  It is the Father’s desire that we all come to know who He truly is.  That we enter into an intimate fellowship, companionship with Him one that was stolen from mankind in the garden but is being recovered as a result of the finished work of the Cross for all who by faith believe and confess Jesus as Lord and Savior.
                       RUN TO HIM AND NOT FROM HIM EVEN IN OUR WEAKNESS
                        
                       MAKES ALL THINGS NEW
                       Revelations 21:5 “Then He who sat upon the throne said, “Behold I make all things new.”
                        
                       It is the Father’s heart to restore the hearts of His people.
                        
                        
ISAIAH 61:1-3/ALSO ISAIAH 62:4
                       Isaiah 61: 1-3 displays the Heart of the Father and is the Spirit that was upon Jesus.  “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor, He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound.”
                       Isaiah 62:4 You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, …but you shall be called Hephzibah(my delight)
                        
                       AN ORPHAN OR A BELOVED SON/DAUGHTER
                        
                       There can be in the heart of every believer this tension of who am I?  
                       Am I an Orphan
                       Am I a Beloved son/Daughter
                        
                       If we are honest each one of us at times respond to God as orphans instead of sons.
                        
                       We respond to God much like the second son in the Parable of the Prodigal Son.  
                       He was in the father’s house, but he did know his father’s heart, nor did he have a relationship with his father.
                       He responded like an Orphan who had a religious spirit.
                        
                       EXPRESSIONS OF THE FATHER IN THE PRODIGAL STORY
                       All that I have is yours
                       You are your father’s son, yet you don’t have relationship with me.
                        
                       WE ARE HIS IMAGE BEARERS: WHO ARE TO WALK IN GEN.1:28
                       I believe that each of us, as sons and daughters, have been born for such a time as this, for the purpose of walking in partnership with our heavenly Father in order that we might bring the evidence and fruit of the Kingdom of God in our place of influence.
                       We must be gripped with the urgency to know God’s heart in this hour to be able to hear clearly what the Spirit of God is saying and see what He is doing.
                        
                       In order to do so however we must be free from those things that hinder our eye sight from the truth of who the Father is and who we are before Him.  We are sons/daughters not orphans.
                        
                       THE QUESTION WE MUST ASK OURSELVES:
                        
                       Are we driven by fear because we don’t know the Father?  And as a result strive in the place of perfection or
                       Are we motivated by God’s commitment to us based in our history with God?
                        
                       In John 17:26 Jesus prayed this:  “And I have declared to them Your name (God’s name represents fully who God is…His nature and character) and will declare it that the LOVE WITH WHICH YOU LOVED ME MAY BE IN THEM AND I IN THEM.
                        
                       THE FATHER’S ETERNAL AFFECTIONS
                       Jesus prayed that the Father would place His ETERNAL AFFECTIONS, that He has for Jesus, in us.
                        
                        
                       LIVING IN GOD’S COMMITMENT
                       We must live out of the overflow of God’s commitment to us our hearts will be stabilized even in the pressures of life.
                        
                       Knowing all this how do you relate to God?
                        
                       As an Orphan 
                       As a son.  
                       It all depends on your spiritual eyesight.
                        
                       Adam and Eve saw God perfectly until they sinned and on that day their vision became distorted.
                        
                       The enemy had convinced them that if they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil their eyes would be opened and they could see as God see’s.
                        
                       It was a LIE!  Even today mankind’s eyesight is impaired for we have INHERITED that same eyesight from our original parents.
                        
                       HEREDITY  VS FULL RESTORATION
                        
                       “The heredity of sin has distorted our perception of God, but the redemptive work of the Cross provides for full restoration.  The decision is ours.”
                        
                       “The truth is that the inherit characteristics that we received from our first parents, as a result of sin, are no longer who we are, for we have been given Jesus heredity and are truly the sons and daughters of God.”
                        
                       THE GREATEST FEAR THAT SATAN has is that we come to the realization that we are truly the son’s of God.  
                        
                       ENDOWED with the very virtues of God and all that implies.
                       We have been regenerated by the Spirit of God at our new birth and we are truly the image bearers of our heavenly Father, having His heritage.
                        
                       At the creation man was able to see God perfectly.  Adam and Eve would be able to see their creator face to face in all His perfections.  He was Father and they were His son and daughter.  His responsibility was to care for them their responsibility would be to trust Him and to obey the command to fill the earth, subdue and have dominion.  Genesis 1:28
                       In Genesis 3 we find the serpent tempting Eve.  He would first add his words to those that the Father had spoken to Adam and Eve, he did so with a question. Genesis 3:1
                       In response Eve would add words, “God has said you shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you dies.  Genesis 3:2-3
                       The serpent would then make his move, “you will not surely die.  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  THEN THEY ATE.
                       V.7 “Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.  v. 8 “And they heard the sound of the Lord walking in the garden.”
                       The serpent told them their eyes would be opened, yet the opposite happened, no longer were they able to see the Father for now their eyes were veiled. Shame became their comforter, fear, “I was afraid” fear became the companion of mankind.  And the heredity due to sin would be passed down generation after generation.  
                       As an act of love God would place them out of the garden and we must speculate that the enemy convince them that God had now abandoned them.
                       No longer were they sons of God, they were ORPHANS.  By their own free will they made a decision to not trust their creator, to see that He is good, faithful, never changing and they He always had their best interest in mind.
                       SO THE PROBLEM IS OUR EYESIGHT.  It started in the garden and mankind to this day has the same eyesight, passed down generation to generation.
                        
                       IF I SEE MYSELF AS AN ORPHAN I WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO SEE WHO THE FATHER TRULY IS.
                        
                       WORKERS INSTEAD OF SONS
                        
                       Without a revelation of the Fathers heart, His nature and character, I will become a WORKER for God.  
                        
                       SLAVE/MASTER: A SLAVE CAN LEAD AND INDIVIDUAL TO A MASTER
                        
                       SON/FATHER: A SON/DAUGHTER CAN LEAD ONE TO THE FATHER
                        
                       GOD INVITES US TO ‘KNOW’ HIM
                       WHAT DOES THIS INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP LOOK LIKE?????
                        
                       In John 1:1.   “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God.   
                        
                       In the context of this text the word WITH means 'to be turned toward.’
                        
                       From all eternity Jesus is turned toward His Father and the Father is turned toward His Son.  Face to Face.  EXPERIENTIAL  In Christ earthly life He was always turned towards His Father. I say only what I hear my Father speak and do only what I see Him doing.
                        
                       EXAMPLES OF AN ORPHANED SPIRIT
                       After the fall mankind viewed himself as an orphan and as a result he would always be looking for the VISIBLE, THE TANGIBLE.
                        
                        
                       Philips Request: OUR REQUEST
                       John 14:8 “Lord show us the Father and it is sufficient for us.” And Jesus would reply, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me….”
                        
                       And so it is true of each of us.  The problem with each of us is our EYESIGHT.
                        
                       EXAMPLE
                       Woman at the well. John 4:1-26
                  “Give me a drink”
                  “Your asking me a Samaritan for a drink?”
                  “If you knew the gift of God ….He would have given you living water?  
                  (paraphrased) You are drinking from the well of the world in order to fill that great longing in your heart, but you will always thirst from the well of the world.
                  “but whoever drinks of he water that I shall give him will never thirst.
                  This Living Water, the Spirit of God in us.
                   
                       This woman had already had 5 husbands, but none could fill the deep need except One who put the longing for eternity in her heart.  However she would discover Jesus as Messiah and become a daughter of God, no longer an orphan.
                        
Satan uses this “felt longing” by tempting each of us by placing worldly pleasures before us that he says will satisfy our longing.  
Today, even many in the body of Christ struggle with pornography which leads to self-hatred, shame, guilt and causes them to run from the Father who alone can fill the longings in their heart.  
 
The well of the world leaves each of us thirsty, it never satisfies.
 
Only the Creator can satiate our thirst and it can only be satisfied through having an intimate relationship with the Father. John 17:3
 
                       OUR CHALLENGE IS THAT WE MUST SEE THE FATHER AS THE ULTIMATE SOURCE OF EVERYTHING, INCLUDING OUR EYESIGHT.
                        
                       In the book of Romans 8: 14-17 Paul would write, “…you did not receive the spirit of bondage(an orphan spirit that moves in the spirit of legalism) again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry Abba (Papa) Father.” “The Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God and if children then heirs….heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.”
                        
                       DISCIPLES ON THE ROAD TO EMMAEUS
                       On the road to Emmaeus (Luke 24: 13-31) the two who were walking with Jesus never recognized Him until He “….took bread and broke it and gave it to them.  THEN THEIR EYES WERE OPENED.”
                        
                       THE PROBLEM WITH EACH OF US IF WE WERE HONEST IS OUR EYESIGHT.  HOW I PERCEIVE GOD AND MYSELF THROUGH THE LENSE OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE IMPACTING MY RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.
                        
                        
                       WE NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT TO OPEN OUR EYES TO THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD MORE AND MORE. 
 
 
                       GOD’S LIGHT IN OUR HEARTS
                       Paul wrote in his letter to Corinth 2 Cor. 4:6  “For it is God who commanded light to shine out of darkness who has shown in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
                       As I see Christ I see the Father, His nature and character; however the enemy comes and lies to us about who God truly is.
                        
                       We must allow the Holy Spirit to renew our vision to 20/20.  
                        
                       We must allow the word of God to transform us as we bath our hearts in His word and in prayer, watching and waiting and listening and allow the Holy Spirit to give to us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him in order that our hearts might be enlightened.
                        
                       WHAT DOES AN ORPHANED SPIRIT LOOK LIKE?
                        
                       ORPHANS ARE DRIVEN: Perform, leading to burnout Martha/Mary
                        
                       SONS ARE LEAD: They allow the Shepherd to lead them.
                        
                       FAITH:  Orphans use faith as a currency a tool to get God to do something for them.
                              
                       Sons: “God has given me faith, hence, Father acts I act, Father speaks I speak.”
                        
                       ORPHANS THRIVE ON INFORMATION
                       1. Can have a religious spirit like the 2nd son in the prodigal story
                        
                       SONS GET REVELATION
                        
                       ORPHANS can be judgmental, controlling, performance oriented, walk in the fear of man, instead of the fear of the Lord, jealousy, they compare themselves against others.  As a result their hearts can be locked by self-hatred, shame, guilt, lies of the demons in the mirror as they constantly agree with them.  (WE MUST BREAK THE AGREEMENT)
                        
                       BELOVED SON’S respond with meekness and humility and confidence.  They find their success in being son/daughters of God.  They rest in the finished work of Christ.
                        
                       PERSONAL EXAMPLE:  God told me in a time of comparing myself to those who seemed more spiritual, “You are my Jim, I made you the way you are.”  Another time as I was waking I heard him say, “I am so content with you.”  
                        
                       WOUNDS CAN CAUSE  AN ORPHANED SPIRIT IN A BELIEVER AND WHAT ARE THE FRUITS OF THIS SPIRIT?
                        
                        
                       WOUNDS of life have impacted US and OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER.
                        
                       For some the lack of Fathering has caused their hearts to be captured by a spirit of ABANDONMENT or what I call and ORPHANED SPIRIT.
                        
                       KEY
                       Isaiah 42: 3-4 HOW THE FATHER RESPONDS TO A WOUNDED HEART
                       “A bruised reed He (Jesus) will not break, and a smoking flax He will not quench.” (SEE Matthew 12:20 AND Isaiah 42)
                        
                       Isaiah 61:1 THE MISSION OF CHRIST 
                        
                       IT IS THE MISSION OF HIS BRIDE
                       Isaiah 61:1 “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; he has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”
                        
                       KEY
                       Whenever you observe the life of Christ you find Him fulfilling these prophetic declarations and He will continue to do so.
                        
                       It was the message of the Father then and it is the same today.
                       HE IS SAFE/EVERY ENCOUNTER WAS A REVELATION OF THE FATHER’S HEART. 
                       WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY
                       JOHN 8:1-11 CHRIST’S HEART TO REDEEM AND RESTORE HIS IMAGE BEARERS
                        
                       KEY
                       STEP INTO THE STORY
                        
                       True she was an adulteress, but as we explore her heart we see that her life is an expression of the wounds of life.
                        
                       WOUNDS: These can capture our hearts/ENCOUNTER SERVICES;FATHER HEART
                       Self- Hatred 
                       Shame
                       Guilt
                       Anger/Bitterness which causes compromise
                       Idol of the mirror.  Agreeing with the demonic lies.
                       HAVE YOU EVER EXPERIENCED THESE?
                        
                       EXPRESSIONS OF THE FATHER’S HEART:
                       WHERE ARE YOUR ACCUSERS?
                       GO AND SIN NO MORE
                       FREEDOM
                        
                       KEY
                       WOUNDS CAUSE US TO RESPOND TO LIFE TO GOD IN A WAY HE NEVER INTENDED.  OUR EYESIGHT HAS BEEN IMPACTED.
                        
                       Many times wounds are caused by those we trusted, they are traumatic and happened at a time when we were young and innocent.  The enemy uses these events to convince us that it was our fault and as a result we carry the burden of SHAME AND GUILT.
                        
                       SHAME AND GUILT CAUSE US TO RUN FROM GOD INSTEAD OF TO HIM, BECAUSE THE ENEMY HAS CONVINCED US THAT GOD COULD NEVER DESIRE US.
                        
                       Whether these wounds were verbal or physical they will SHAPE OUR LIVES, LOCK OUR HEARTS AND INEVITABLE CAN INHIBIT GOD’S FULL DESTINY IN OUR LIVES.
                        
                       KEY KEY KEY KEY
THE STORY OF YOUR LIFE IS THE STORY OF THE LONG AND BRUTAL ASSAULT ON YOUR HEART BY THE ONE WHO KNOWS WHAT YOU COULD BE AND FEARS IT.”
 
JOURNEY TO FIND APPROVAL  KEY KEY
                        
                       The wounds of life send us on a journey to find APPROVAL AND VALIDATION.
                        
                       EXAMPLE:  A YOUNG GIRL MOLESTED BY A BABY SITTER
                       At the age of 50 God in His kindness would begin to deal with this deep festering wound. A wound that had so impacted her heart that she had great difficulty in establishing an intimate relationship with the Father.  Her heart was locked with shame.  She believed the lie that her molestation as a four (4) year old was her fault and because of this perception it inhibited her from coming to her heavenly Father.
                        
                       Author Brennan Manning said, “The spiritual life begins with the acceptance of our wounded self.  For whatever is denied cannot be healed.”
                        
                       DENYING OUR WOUNDEDNESS
                        
                       When you and I deny our wounds, their effects and pain WE PREVENT GOD FROM SETTING OUR HEARTS FREE AND THE EYES OF OUR HEARTS.
                        
                       KEY 
                       “A WOUND YOU THINK YOU DESERVED, WHICH IS A LIE, IS A WOUND THAT CANNOT BE HEALED!”
                        
                       Wounds cause us to create a ‘false self’ an imposter to hide behind in order that we won’t be rejected or hurt again.  It is a defense mechanism against pain.
                       The enemy uses these wounds to distort our perception of Father and to hinder us in our call and destiny with Him.
                        
                       FATHER WILL DESTROY THE IMPOSTER
                        
                       It is the desire of our heavenly Father to destroy this enemy.  He will do so if we allow Him.  He will take away the lies, He will bind up our broken hearts and set us free to be His beloved sons’ and daughters’.
                        
                       EXAMPLE:
                        
                       Several years ago the Holy Spirit took me on a journey of the heart. Pam and I were staying at a resort in the Ozark hills of MO.  During our stay we went to the resorts wilderness area where they have a beautiful bike trail that goes through some of the most beautiful scenes I have every experienced.  
                        
                       We stopped to rest and as we set on a stump I began to talk with Pam about my childhood.  As I did the Holy Spirit would bring up things that happened in my life as a little child.  Each example was a place of wounding.  I as the Lord, “where were you” (I FELT LIKE AND ORPAN) he would respond each time, “I was there with you.”
                        
                       At times I would see Him holding me, weeping with me and then He would break the lie and heal my heart.  Over and over the Holy Spirit would show me place of wounding and every time Jesus would be there walking with me, speaking truth, loving me and setting me free.  
                        
                       Isaiah 42: 3-4
                       “A bruised reed He (Jesus) will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench.”  (SEE Matthew 12:20)
                        
                        
                       This is who our Heavenly Father is.  AND I AM HIS beloved son.
                        
                       That day, the one I believed I was died, the imposter and God would bring revelation of who I truly am.
                        
                       KEY KEYWE MUST BE WILLING TO LET THE IMPOSTER DIE
                        
                       Luke 9:24 “whoever wants to save his life will lose it.”
                        
                       THE FALSE SELF THAT WE CONSTRUCT, EVEN IN INNOCENCE, IN ORDER TO SAVE AND PROTECT OUR HEARTS WILL ACTUALLY DESTROY US.
                        
                       Proverbs 16:25 
                       “There is a way that seems right to a man but in the end it leads to death.”
                        
                       OUR FALSE SELF becomes the trap that the enemy uses to keep our hearts locked and God’s destiny for our lives unfulfilled.
                        
                       GOD’S INFINITE, UNCONDITIONAL LOVE
                        
                       Because of the Father’s unconditional love He is committed to remove the imposter, because it hinders us from the highest and best God has destined for us.
                        
                       JESUS KNEW WHO HE WAS, WHERE HE HAD COME FROM, WHAT HIS MISSION WAS AND WHERE HE WAS GOING.  
                        
                       WHAT ABOUT YOU AND ME?
                        
                       BLIND BARTEMEUS:BRIEF OVERVIEW
                        
                       Mark 10: 46-52
                        46Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"
                        48Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"
                        49Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they called to the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you." 50Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
                        51"What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him.        The blind man said, "Rabbi, I want to see."
                        52"Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
                        
                       1. Cloak of despair
                       2. Eye-sight:
                       3. Abandoned ORPHANED SPIRIT
                        
                       EXPRESSIONS OF THE FATHER’S HEART
                       MISSION OF CHRIST TO REVEAL THE FATHER’S HEART TO SET THE CAPTIVE FREE
                       Isaiah 61:1-3
                        
                       THE FATHER’S HEART : To Redeem and To Restore
                        
                       The Father is fully committed to restore and release us into the one He has destined us to be.
                        
                       WHAT ARE THE PLACES OF MY WOUNDEDNESS
                        
                       KEY 
                       EXAMPLE
                       In April of 2006 while on a ministry trip I was interceding for Nathan Daniel as he ministered to an individual.  Nathan minister to the wounded heart and has written a book entitled Freedom through Forgiveness. As he ministered I interceded.  The amazing things was that I would be ambushed by the Holy Spirit.  As I listened to this man share his story, the Lord began to speak to me about a very deep wound that I wasn’t even aware of.  I never knew it existed, but the result of the wound had convinced me that I was abandoned, I WAS ORPHANED.  That lie
                       became a millstone around my neck.  It would impact how I viewed my self, God and how I would respond to others.
                        
                       The Lord would use this moment in time, taking me back and then setting me free and healing my broken heart.
                        
                       SERVANT HEART OF GOD: HE IS SAFE
                       Revelation 21:5 “Behold I make all things new!
                       HOW:  As we surrender to His Servant Heart
                        
                       The Servant Heart of God is a revelation of a Holy, all Powerful God that few take the time to consider, yet is one that will challenge, and amaze our hearts.
                        
                       Hebrews 1:3 we read that “Jesus is the brightness of the (Father’s) glory and the express image of His person.”
                        
                       When we see Jesus we see the full expression of the heart of the Father.  His Nature and Character.
                       And His desire is to have relationship with son’s and daughters and to set free those who are bound.
                        
                       ISAIAH 42:1-2
                       “Behold!  My Servant (THE FATHER’S SPIRIT) whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights.  I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles, He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.”  3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
                        4 he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope."
                        
 
                       Jesus is called the Servant of the Lord. He has a Servant heart.  It speaks of His humility and meekness.
                        
                       Mt. 11:28 
                       One day as Jesus spoke to the people who were burdened down by the religious do’s and don’ts that the priests had laid on them He said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me.”
                        
                       AND THEN HE MAKES THIS PROFOUND STATEMENT!
                        
                       “for I am MEEK and LOWLY (HUMBLE) in heart and you will find rest for your souls. The humility of heaven robed in flesh!
                        
                       These text reveal several profound things about God’s nature and character
                       1. He is a humble and meek.
                       2. God’s heart is one of a servant!
                       3. He is SAFE
                       HE SERVES HIS SONS AND DAUGHTER: HIS IMAGE BEARERS
                       In Genesis 1:28 it says, “Then God blessed them and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it……..”
                       The word BLESSED in Hebrew is the word BARAK which means ‘to kneel.’  The CREATOR knelt before His creation!
                       In Luke 22: 24: 24-27
                       His disciples were disputing over which would be the greatest in His Kingdom and Jesus does something that would stun them.
                       John 13: v. 2  And after supper……..v. 4 (Jesus) rose (from supper) and laid aside His garments; took a towel and girded Himself.  After that , He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.  Then He cam to Simon Peter.  And Peter said to Him, “Lord are You washing my feet?”  v. 7 Jesus answered and said to him, “what I am doing you do not understand but you will know after this.” V. 14 “If I then, your Lord and Teacher have washed your feet (served you as a servant, the God Man), you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”
                       Luke 12:37
                       “Blessed are those servants whom the master, when He comes, will find watching.  Assuredly, I say to you that He (Jesus) will gird himself and have them sit down to eat and will come and serve them.   
                        
                       From Isaiah 42, to Genesis 1:28 as the Father kneels before His creation, to John 13:14 as the Lord of glory kneels and washes the feet of His bride, to Luke 12:37 where Jesus promises to serve those who are His faithful ones.
                       “WHEN WE ARE TOUCHED BY THE FATHER’S HUMILITY EXPRESSED THROUGH HIS SON, IT IMPACTS OUR THOUGHTS, ATTITUDES AND ACTIONS.”
                       AND WE WANT TO BE LIKE HIM!
                        
                       Through these acts God displays His SERVANT HEART.
                        
                       “YET HE DOES NOT SUSPEND HIS OTHER DIVINE ATTRIBUTES, BRIDEGROOM, KING, LORD, SOVEREIGN GOD, SAVIOR, JUDGE, IN ORDER TO MANIFEST HIS HUMANITY.
                        
                       “HIS SERVANTHOOD, AS A DIVINE ATTRIBUTE, IS INTRICATELY WOVEN IN AND THROUGH ALL OF HIS DIVINE ATTRIBUTES”
                        
                       PSALMS 113:4-6
                       “The Lord is high above all nations, His glory above the heavens.  Who is like the Lord our God who dwells on high.
                       WHO HUMBLES HIMSELF to behold the things that are in the heavens and in the earth?”
                       “Every time we pray we are asking Him to serve us, to interact with the earth.  To interact with us is His serving us.”
                        
                       SEE PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8 The Humility Of Christ
                        
                       “THE WEIGHT OF GODS GLORY IS HIS HUMILITY!! 
                        
                       “HUMILITY is that divine attribute which is probably the most foreign and perplexing reality of God to the human heart.”  Stewart Greaves
                        
                       PETER: YOU SHALL NEVER WASH MY FEET
                        
                       Peter had said to Jesus, “you shall never wash my feet.”  Jesus answered him, “ If I do not wash you, you have not part in me.”
                        
                       The only way that Jesus will be our King is if we let Him be our Servant and wash our feet.
                        
                       THE CROSS IS SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT EVENT IN ALL OF THE HISTORY OF FALLEN HUMANITY AND IT EXPRESSES THE FULLNESS OF THE SERVANT HEART OF GOD
                        
                       As man is place outside the garden we must speculate that the same one who deceived them in the garden came to them and said, “see now He has abandoned you.”
                        
                       MOVE FORWARD to the night Jesus would speak to His disciples just before He would be crucified and in John 14:18 He would say these word, “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”
                        
                       Jesus never wasted His words, so the purpose of those words were to bring life as He would labor in the Redemptive work of the Cross.  
                       In Mark 15:34 Jesus would cry out these words, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?”
                        
                       Christ would bear every sin, every pain, every broken part of humanity on the Cross and one of those things would carry in his self would be our abandoned, Orphaned spirit that we had inherited from our original parents.
                        
           Jesus served us as He carried our sins to the cross as a lamb led to the slaughter, as He bore the very WRATH of God in our place.
                        
                       REVELATIONS OF THE FATHERS HEART
                        
                       Every word, every action of Christ revealed the Heart of the Father.
                        
                       As Jesus encountered the Adultress, blind Bartemaeus, as He knelt before His disciples and washed their feet, as He had in the garden of Eden and will do again as He serves us in the age to come.
                        
                       TODAY THE FATHER HAS COME TO WASH OUR FEET.  Feet represent where we go and are a reflection of our heart.
                        
                       ARE YOU AN ORPHAN OR A SON/DAUGHTER?
                        
                       HAS SHAME, SELF HATRED, WOUNDS, GUILT, AGREEING WITH THE DEMONS IN THE MIRROR LOCKED YOUR HEART TO THE FATHER.
                        
                       FREEDOM IN CHRIST: GALATIANS 5:1
                        
                       It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
                        
           THE FATHER IS
                        
                       The Tender One
                       The Compassionate One
                       He is humble and meek
                       He is the Servant of Rulers
                        
                       HE IS OUR ABBA
                        
                       Satan doesn’t want our hearts to be awaken to this reality but it is true.
                        
                        
                        
                       Psalms 34:18
                       “The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart and saves such as have a contrite spirit.”
 
                       KEY
                       ABANDONED OR ORPHANED SPIRIT
                       The last thing Jesus would bear on the Cross for you and me would be this spirit of Abandonment as a result of Satan’s lie in the garden.  
                       Andrew Murray wrote, “When He cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me,” His love would embrace the darkness of abandonment from the Father that all humanity bore as a result of sin.  This magnificent One who had known His Father from all eternity embraced desertion for us, in order that we would never be deserted.”
                        
                       THE GREAT EXCHANGE
                       There would be a Great Exchange through the Redemptive work of the Cross.  Jesus would take on Himself our Orphaned spirit and He would exchange it for son ship.   John 1:12 says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.”
                        
                        
                       John 14: 18 “I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you.
                        
                       In Hebrews I will never leave you nor forsake you.
                        
                        
                       SERVANT HEART OF GOD: 
                       Revelation 21:5 “Behold I make all things new!
                       HOW:  As we surrender to His Servant Heart
                        
                       OUR RESPONSE
1.   Lies, wounds, sin that has been confessed and repented of yet the enemy has kept us in a place of guilt, self-hatred, shame…..
a.   Forgive yourself, for he has forgiven you.
                            2. We must break our agreement with the lies of the demons in          the mirror, RENOUNCE THE LIES!
                            3. We must forgive those who have wounded us.  When we do our hearts will be set free to walk in freedom as sons and daughters of God instead of orphans.
                            
                       4. Our longing will be satisfied as we discover the Father’s heart and His heart for us. It is for now, but it is unto the AGE TO COME!
                        
                       CONCLUSION:
                       It is a process, but as we walk it out, asking God to fill us with His Spirit daily, spending time in His word, and in prayer gazing upon this wonderful Savior we will walk in greater liberty and authority as the sons and daughters of God.     
 
