Holy Matrimony 
Today is a day of celebration of a holy matrimony between Reza and Katie Salari. Reza and Katie will be saying their vows in front of us so we can be witnesses of their godly covenant to one another.

Importance of the union – the covenant commitment

To make a covenant means to make a formal and binding agreement.  It involves promises on the part of each, to the other.  For Christians it is a solemn agreement between certain members of the body of Christ, which they will walk in together according to the precepts of the gospel and the word of God, in loving affection.  In the world a contract generally involves only one part of a person, such as a skill or talent, while a covenant covers a person's total being.   In addition, a covenant relationship is extremely serious in its obligation and promise as well as impossible to keep without the overwhelming abundant grace of God.  We use the phrase, "blood is thicker than water." It usually refers to the strength of family relationships, but its original intent was different.  It meant that the blood of the covenant surpassed the birth waters.  Covenant relationships exceeded family ties in strength and durability.  It is the strongest bond known to man and has applications that extend past the human realm into the eternal.  This being the case, we must be very careful who we enter into covenant relationship with and there should be no doubt in our minds of each party’s reliability and character.  However, no matter how difficult and demanding this partnership is, the Bible denotes that success in many areas of life and ministry, even our own survival at times depends on covenant relationships.  Thus, we look forward to God being glorified and the great blessings and love that flow through covenant relationships. 
Note:  Besides Christ’s covenant with us as believers, the marriage covenant is the most demanding and the highest commitment of man. Mal 2:14 “…she is your companion and your wife by covenant.” 

Keys to keeping the Marriage covenant

Honoring the Covenant Maker

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment. Mark 12:30   

How do you keep the covenant, “Love”?
If you love Me, keep My commandments. John 14:15   What comes first love or obedience? Because I love you Lord, I will not think of breaking the covenant even when things in me and the world tell me to.
God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.  1 John 4:16 When I abide in God and His love, I am not going to break His covenant or commandments.  I will not violate His Character.  I am one with God.
Recognizing our design for covenant and oneness with each other.

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 23 And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man." 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. Gen 2:21-25  Both physically, emotionally and mentally we are connected to our spouse and our souls and bodies are one.  We are tied to each other. We were created for this marriage covenant with each other and it is designed to never be broken, until death.  I was created to be one with my wife! I was not created to be alone.
Supporting Church Community 

The Bible views church as a covenant family, with privileges and responsibilities not to be taken lightly. What does the church provide for its families?  Nurturing strength and love to fulfill our commitment, loving godly accountability, mentoring, multigenerational care, spiritual fathers and mothers these are all key ingredients to living a successful life in Christ and marriage.

Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. … Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. Acts 4:32-35 We lack wisdom, love and nurturing often times because we are not living in community.
The Church provides Fathers and Mothers

I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you.  For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Therefore I urge you, imitate me.  For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.  1 Cor 4:14-17
Loving Accountability

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. Heb 13:17
Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for ‘God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’ 1 Peter 5:5
Nurturing Strength and Love

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.   By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. John 13:34-35
By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 1 John 3:16  The church is a place of lay down our lives for each other
Lord’s Supper – the covenant between the bride and her husband
For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said,  "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 1 Cor 11:23-26   God’s promise to us comes by His own life and blood.  He said, “I will be the Lamb for sacrifice that holds this covenant together and takes away your sin.”
