Finding the Holy Spirit through Prayer

How many of you feel like God is breaking you this week?  Here is what the Lord spoke to me about this week:  The Lord is doing a burning in our lives to make a place for Himself. He wants to enjoy you, to come into deep fellowship with you and create a place for Himself in your life. This requires a burning and valley of death experiences in our lives. We must get to a place where the wells of our lives do not work anymore. When we try and drink from our own well it is either dry or muddy. It will not sustain us any more or give us the strength to carry on. In truth it never has. We must have the living water which comes from Christ’s life not our own.

We are on a journey walking through a maze discovering what is the truth and what are lies. God is not mad at you!  His arms are wide open saying, “You can do it.  I am right here.” God is pleased with you and He loves that you are trying. Why the maze? Because if you struggle through it, then you appreciate and know Him more than if the prize was just handed to you. He wants to give us His love in the deepest place and a heart of ingratitude will not due. He did hand the kingdom to you through the cross and all of His love but there is a struggling with the nature of this world and your old man to come to know and love who God is and what He has done.
*It is not His fault that we are in the mess we are in. We must understand that we came into agreement with evil and God is pulling us out of it through His unconditional love and grace. 

Finding and Receiving the Holy Spirit (The Mothering side of God) through Prayer!

And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. (An actor under an assumed character; one who pretends to be something he is not; a godless person; they want acceptance and relationship with man and act as though they love God)  For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. (and it is not God’s ear) But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. (This is not about performance but a genuine heart for God. Trusting that God is with you in the secret places.)   And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.  "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.  Matt 6:5-15  So why pray?  To have relationship, to gain the mind of Christ, and to call down heaven to earth.  Many times God is waiting for you to ask before He gives!  He wants you to recognize your absolute need of Him and that you can do nothing without Him.
Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also (when you believe your behavior will be like God’s); and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.  John 14:12-14 What a promise that excites us to pray!  And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.  1 John 3:22  I only do what is see my Father doing.
In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. (He highlights forgiveness – it is the heart of God, unforgiveness hinders the love of God and affects your destiny and inheritance) But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. Matt 6:9-14  Forgive - forsake, lay aside, omit, suffer, yield up. Many of us are in prison simply because we refuse to forgive from the heart.  “And if [salvation] other grace be sincere, and yet you be defective greatly in forgiving, you cannot expect the comfort of your pardon, but to have your spirit brought down by some affliction or other to comply with this duty."… Christ came into the world as the great Peace-Maker, and not only to reconcile us to God, but one to another, and in this we must comply with him. It is great presumption and of dangerous consequence, for any to make a light matter of that which Christ here lays such a stress upon. Men's passions shall not frustrate God's word.”  -Matthew Henry's Commentary
In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.  1 John 3:10-11 Unforgiveness cannot love, thus you cannot be like Him in it because God is love.
Don’t play the Hypocrite, the heathen, or carry unforgiveness!

What Happens when you ask with the proper heart motives!

And He said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves;  6 for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him';  7 and he will answer from within and say, 'Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you'?  8 I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 9 "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. (Will you believe?) 11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!’ Luke 11:5-13  He does not say He is going to give you something, He says He is going to give you Himself as a mother gives herself to her children. The Holy Spirit nourishes our souls; tends to our needs; loves us; intercedes for us, consoles us, is our advocate.  The Spirit of Truth comforts in righteousness – the right way; He will be with, by and in us to encourage, comfort and support us.  He is "given" to replace the physical absence of Jesus for all believers; Azusa Street - The comfort has come! He brings no new teaching, but rather continues the revelatory work of Jesus. The Spirit will lead us into the whole truth, into the unknown depths and nuances of the truth.
Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. John 14:23-24
If you love Me, keep My commandments.  And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever —  the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.  I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.  John 14:15-18
Closing 

God does not withhold Himself and His love from you! You were made for the fullness of God.

I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.  And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:  I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.”  John 17:20-23  What is this great love?   God would love us as He has loved His only begotten Son.  He loves us as He loves Himself because we are in Him and He is in us. This is the power of His grace and salvation.  He takes a wretched sinner and makes then a son and daughter through adoption then chooses to love us just as He loves His only begotten Son as well as giving His glory to us. This needs to change how we see God and ourselves!
Through the Holy Spirit God loves us like He loves Christ.  Are you broken?  God will give you His Holy Spirit.  Are you needy?  God will give you His Holy Spirit.  Is your well dry or dirty?  God will give you His Holy Spirit.  Will you ask and keep asking?   God will give you His Holy Spirit
